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Mission
Think globally, act locally, cooperate internationally

Sparkassen (savings banks) were first introduced in

Germany some 200 years ago as microfinance

institutions for low-income earners. Since then, they have evolved
into one of the largest financial groups

in the world, successfully combining a high level of
professionalism with a strong social mandate. As the
Sparkassenstiftung fiur internationale Kooperation, it is our
mission to pass on this experience to our partners in developing
nations, emerging economies and transition countries.

Background and objectives

Sparkassenstiftung works to promote financial

institutions that enduringly foster economic and social
development by enabling sustainable access to

financial products and services at local, regional or national
level. Sparkassenstiftung’s partner institutions essentially
target small and medium-sized enterprises (SME), the poor and
also socially marginalised groups in a bid to generate jobs and
income and help fight poverty. Since its establishment in 1992,
Sparkassenstiftung has conducted about 200 projects in more
than 80 countries.

Project approach

Sparkassenstiftung conducts projects in all areas of banking.
Essentially, however, it focuses on six thematic priority areas:
Development of retail banks, basic financial education and savings
mobilisation, lending to small and medium-sized enterprises,
human resource development and training, microfinance and
financial sector development.

Niclaus Bergmann is the Managing
Director of the Sparkassenstiftung fiir
internationale Kooperation.
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B For more information, visit www.Sparkassenstiftung.de
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